Acute myeloblastic leukemia-associated antigens: detection and clinical importance.
Antigenic compounds from the surface of leukemic myeloblasts are shed in vitro on short-term culture. Blast cells radiolabeled by lactoperoxidase iodination release soluble compounds that react immunologically with alloantisera to leukemia-associated antigens. Partially characterized soluble antigens were used to raise heteroantisera in monkeys that are selectively reactive with leukemic myeloblasts and unreactive with nonleukemic cells. Monkey heteroantisera were used to further characterize soluble leukemia antigens. Sera from patients with acute myeloblastic leukemia inhibit the reactivity of the heteroantisera, suggesting that soluble leukemic antigen is released in vivo as well.